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(1st Protocol of ECHR)
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c’_,d;ljfuf(:g_(fifﬁg?d/u’iu‘:CEDAWuﬁ;1981 C/u’!
Lf@JLi;%;iC;’KL/J’lpﬁQ

Definition:
S5 r __;g/"J(“‘JutfoNEscoél%o

All types and levels of education (including) access to education, the
standard and quality of education and the conditions under which it is

given (Article 1(2))
e VY UP U e

All activities by which a human group transmits to its descendants a
body of knowledge and skills and a moral code which enable the

group to subsist(6)
S J“UDHR-1948

Every one has the right to education Education shall be free, at least
in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education
shall be compulsory. Technical and Professional education shall be
made generally available and higher education shall be equally

accessible to all on the basis or merit (Article-26)
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e
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Education in Pakistan
South and west Asia

General information 2007

Total population 163902

Annual population growth rate (%) (2006) 2.1

Population 0-14 33

Rural population (2006) 65

Total fertility rate (birth /woman) | (2006) 3.9
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Infant mortality rate (0/00) (2006) 78

Life expectancy at birth (years) (2006) 65

HIV rate (%) in adults (15-49 years) | (2005) 0.1

Poverty (% of pop. On less than $2 a

day)

GDP per capita (PPP) US $ (2006) 2361
GDP growth rate (%) (2006) 6.9
Total debt service as a # of GNI (2006) 1.8
Children of primary school-age who | (*) 34

are out—of-school

World Bank development indicator

Participation in education

Percentages of children in school are represented by Gross
Enrolment Ratios (GER) and Net Enrolment Ratios (NER). GER is
the number of pupils enrolled in a given level of education regardless
of age expressed as a percentage of the population in the theoretical
age group for that level of education. NER 1is the number of pupils in
the theoretical age group who are enrolled expressed as apercentage

of the same population
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Primary Enrollment
Prmiary 1991 1992 2002 [2007 |2007
Regional
average
MF | . (=) 71 |85 108
GER(%) |M |. (+)84 |93 110
F |. ()57 |76 106
MF | .. (+) 66 |86
NER(®) |M |. (x) 73 |88
F |. (+)59 |84

597% of girls and 73% of boys are in primery school

Net Enrollment rates in primary education
by sex (%). 1991-2007

mM mF mMF
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Secondary Enrollment
Secordary 1991 1992 |2002 |2007 [2007
Regional
average
MEF | .. 32 53
GER(*») |M |. 37 57
F |. 28 50
MF | .. ()22 |. 32
NER (%) |M |. (+)26 |.. 36
F |. ()18 |.. 28

28% of girls and 364 of boys are in primery school

Net Enrollment rates in secondary education
by sex (%). 1991-2007

mF mMF
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Tertiary Enrollment
Secordary 1991 1992 [2002 [2007 |2007
Regional
average
MF | . Gex) 2 [(#) 5 |12
GER(*) |M (+x) 3 [(+) 6 |14
F Gex) 2 | (+) 5 |11

5% of the population of tertiary age are intertiary education

Gross Enrollment rates in tertiary education
by sex (%). 1991-2007
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Progression and completion in education

2007
School life expectancy ISCED () 6.8
1-6 (years)
Percentage of repeater, primary 5
(%)
Survival rate to grade 5 (%) (2004) 70
Gross intake rate to last grade of 60

primary

Primary to secondary transition 73
rate (%)

60% of children complete a full course of primary
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Resourses

2007

Gross intake ratio to last grade of
primary(%). 1991-2007

for education

Pupil/ teacher ratio (primary) | 40

Public expenditure on education

As % of GDP

2.8

As % of

expenditure

total government|11.2

Distribution of public expenditure per level (%)

Pre-primary

Primary

Secondary
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Tertiary

Unknown

11.2% of government spending goes to education

Public expenditure on education and
distribution per level

M total government expenditure

M exp on education as % total

Literacy rates
Literacy rate 1990 2006 2007
Regional
average
Adult MF 54.2 61.9
(15=) M 67.7 73.2
% F 39.6 5.9
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Youth MF | .. 69.2 79.3
(15-24) M 79.1 85.7
% F 58.4 733

54.2% of adults and 69.2% of youth are literate

percentage of adults and youth who are
literate

EM mF mMF

Footnote

All the education statistics, with the exception of the literacy data,
refer to the year 2007 unless otherwise noted. For more information
on rates of out—of-school children, or other indicators see the online

education glossary.
UIS estimated

Notional estimated
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Asia > Pakistan > Education

PAKISTANI EDUCATION STATS:

Top Stats All Stats View this page with: Just Stats Sources

Definitions Both

Average years of schooling of adults 39 75t of 100
Children out of school, primary 6,303,212 | 15t of 126
Duration of compulsory education Syears 169t of 171
Duration of education > Primary level 5 143 of 181
Duration of education > Secondary level | 7 38t of 181
Education enrolment by level > Tertiary | 401,056 |41t of 150
level
Education spending (% of GDP) 1.8% 127t of 132
Education spending (% of total|7.8% 93rd of 96
government expenditure)
Education, primary completion rate 63 100t of 148
Female enrolment share > Primary level | 35.9% 176t of 176
Female enrolment share > Secondary | 39.5% 153" of 170
level
Geographical aptitude results 69.666% |99t of 191
llliteracy rates by sex, aged 15+ 54.3% 13™ of 138
Literacy > Definition
Age 15 and over can read and write
Literacy > Male 63% 5th of 156
Literacy > Total | 49.9% 5t of 160
population
Primary school girls | 55% 16t of 99
out of school
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Public spending on|10.94% 40t of 103
education, total > %
of government
expenditure

Pupil-teacher ratio, | 38.34 28t of 159
primary
Women to men |0.69 8th of 138
parity index, as ratio
of literacy rates, aged

24-15

View all Education stats

SOURCES: UNESCO; World Development Indicators
database: Source: UNESCO UIS Data UNESCO Institute
for Statistics, United Nations Human Development
Programme; The Geography Zone; All CIA World
Factbooks 18 December 2003 to 18 December 2008;
Household survey data, net enrolment data from
UNESCO, and data from UNICEF country offices.

ALTERNATIVE NAMES: Pakistan, Islamic Republic of
Pakistan

10: Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 13 March-21
April, 2006

Submitted by Franciscans International and the World
Council of Churches, non-governmental organizations in
general consultative status and Dominicans for Justice and
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Peace, Pax Christi International and Pax Romana, international
non-governmental organizations in special consultative status.

Article 13 of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the
right of everyone to education. They agree that
education shall be directed to the full development of the
human personality and the sense of is dignity, and shall
strengthen the respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms. They further agree that
education shall enable all persons to participate
effectively in a free society, promote understanding
tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial,
ethnic or religious groups, and further the activities of the

United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

2. The development of a system of schools at all levels shall
be actively pursued an adequate fellowship system shall
be established and the material conditions of teaching
staffshall be continuously improved.

The Constitution of Pakistan framed in 1973 promised to its
citizens in Article 37(b) & (c) that "the State shall remove
illiteracy and provide free and compulsory secondary
education within the minimum possible period; make
technical and professional education generally available and
higher education equally accessible to all on the basis of

merit."

102
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The Constitution also corresponds with Article 26 (1) of

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which says that
"Everyone has the right to education Education shall be free at
least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary
education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional
education shall be made generally available and higher
education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of

merit".
Right to Education

e Introduction

e Rights at Stake

e International and Regional Instruments of Protection and
Promotion

e National Protection and Service Agencies

e Advocacy, Educational and Training Materials

e Other Resources

Introduction

The right to education is a fundamental human right.
Every individual, irrespective of race, gender, nationality,

ethnic or social origin, religion or political preference, age or
disability, is entitled to a free elementary education. This right
is explicitly stated in the United Nations Universal Declaration

of Human Rights (UDHR), adopted in 1948:

"Everyone has the right to education Education shall be free,

at least in the elementary and fundamental stages.
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Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and
professional education shall be made generally available and
higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis

of merit"....Article 26

Ensuring access to education is a precondition for full
realization of the right to education. Without access, it is not

possible to guarantee the right to education.

Quality of education is the other side of coin. Providing
access to schools secures only one part of the right to
education. Once in school, children can be subjected to
indoctrination (e.g., in communist countries). As stated, in the

UDHR:

..."Education shall be directed to the full development of the

human personality and to the strengthening of respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship among ... racial or
religious groups...."(Article 26)

The right to education does not limit education to the
primary or the first stage of basic education, or among children
of a particular age range. The right to education is also not an
end to itself, but an important tool in improving the quality of
life. Education is key to economic development and the
enjoyment of many other human rights. Education provides a
means through which all people can become aware of their
rights and responsibilities, which is an essential tool for

achieving the goals of equality and peace.
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Katerina Tomasevski, former United Nations Special

Rapporteur on the right to education, points out:

"There is a large number of human rights problems,

which cannot be solved unless the right to education is
addressed as the key to unlock other human rights. Education
operates as multiplier, enhancing the enjoyment of all
individual rights, freedoms where the right to education is
effectively guaranteed, while depriving people of the
enjoyment of many rights and freedoms where the right to

education is denied or violated".

As part of the United Nations Literacy Decade (2003-
2012), the Commission on Human Rights and member states

1. To give full effect to the right to education and to
guarantee that this right is recognized and exercised with

discrimination of any kind,

2. To take all appropriate measures to eliminate obstacles
limiting effective access to education, notably by one
including pregnant girls, children living in rural areas,
children belonging to minority groups, indigenous
children, migrant children, refugee children, internally
displaced children, children affected by armed conflict
children with disabilities, children with human
immunodeficiency virus/2cquired immunodeficiency
syndrome (HIV/AIDS) and children deprived of their
liberty." (Resolution 2002/23)
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Thus, education about human rights is closely related to
the right to education. International and regional human
rights noted in various documents (declarations, resolutions,
and conventions) emphasize that the knowledge of human
rights should be a priority in education policies.

Back to Top

Rights at Stake

The human right to education entities every individual to:

1. Free and compulsory elementary education, and to
readily available forms of secondary and higher
education

2. Freedom from discrimination in all areas and levels of
education, and to equal access to continuing education
and vocational training

3. Information about health, nutrition, reproduction, and
family planning.

The human right to education is inextricably linked to
other fundamental human rights? Rights that are universal,
indivisible, interconnected, and interdependent including the

right to:

e Equality between men and women and to equal
partnership in the family and society

e Work and receive wages that contribute to an adequate
standard of living

e Equality between the boy-child and girl-child in all areas,
including education, health, nutrition, and employment
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e Freedom of thought, conscience, religion, and belief

e Freedom from discrimination in all areas and levels of
education

e Leam in one's own language

e Education for children of migrant workers

e Education for persons with disabilities and the freedom
from discrimination in access to education

e Share in the benefits of scientific progress

Key Assistance Agencies

Several agencies around the world are working to make

education available to all:

United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)

The main objective of UNESCO is to contribute to peace
and security in the world by promoting collaboration among
nations through education, science, culture, and
communication. This will further universal respect for justice,
for the rule of law, and for the human rights and fundamental
freedoms that are affirmed for the peoples of the world,
without distinction of race, sex, language, or religion, by the
Charter of the United Nations. The United Nations Literacy
Decade (2003-2012) aims to extend the use of literacy to those
who do not currently have access to it. More than 861 million
adults are in that position, and over 113 million children are
not in school and therefore not in a position to learn to read
or write either
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United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

Created by the United Nations General Assembly in 1946
to help children after World War Il in Europe, UNICEF was first

known as the United Nations International Children's

Emergency Fund. In 1953, UNICEF became a permanent part

of the United Nations system, its task being to help children
living in poverty in developing countries. Its name was
shortened to the United Nations Children's Fund, but it
retained the acronym "UNICEF." by which it is known to this

day.

Believing in quality education for all, UNICEF helps
children get the care and stimulation they need in the early
years of life and encourages families to educate girls as well as
boys. UNICEF supports young people, wherever they are, in
making informed decisions about their own lives, and strives
to build a world in which all children live in dignity and
security, UNICEF's work is geared toward ensuring that all
children realize their right to education, and that every child
has the opportunity to develop to his or her full potential.
Working with national governments, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), other United Nations agencies and
private-sector partners, UNICEF protects children and their
rights by providing services and supplies and by helping shape
policy agendas and budgets in the best interests of children
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World Bank

Since it began funding education funding in 1963, the
World Bank has provided over U.S. $30 billion in loans and
credits. It currently finances 153 projects in 79 countries.
Working closely with national governments, United Nations
agencies, donors, NGOs, and other partners, the Bank helps
developing countries in their efforts to reach the Education for
All (EFA) goals of achieving universal primary education for all
children by 2015 and reducing the education gap between

boys and girls by 2005.

International Labour Organization (ILO)

The ILO is the UN specialized agency that seeks the
promotion of social justice and internationally recognized
human and labor rights. Founded in 1919, it is the only
surviving major creation of the Treaty of Versailles, which
created the League of Nations. It became the first specialized
agency of the UN. The ILO is known for its long-standing work
on vocational training policy and structures, but it also has an
active program in education. The ILO's specialty lies in its
detailed technical knowledge of what constitutes good
employment practices - recruitment, career development,
salaries, working conditions, and labor relations -- as the basis
for education reform and quality. Since the 1950s, ILO'S work
has focused on researching, promoting, and sharing
information on standards and best practices. It is important
(though often overlooked in education sector work) because
the salaries of educational personnel take up 60 to 95 percent
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of governments' annual expenditures on education; it is

highest in developing countries.

International and Regional Instruments for Protection
and Promotion

International legal instruments take the form of a treaty
(also called agreement, convention, or protocol) that binds the
contracting states to the negotiated terms. When negotiations
are completed, the text of a treaty is established as authentic
and definitive and is "signed by the representatives of states.
A state can agree to be bound to a treaty in various ways. The
most common are ratification or accession. Accan treaty is
ratified by those states that have negotiated the instrument, a
state that has not participated in the negotiations may, at a
later stage, accede to the treaty. The treaty enters into force,
or becomes valid, when a pre-determined number of states
have ratified or acceded to the treaty.

When a state ratifies or accedes to a treaty, that state
may make reservations to one or more articles of the treaty,
unless reservations are prohibited by the treaty. Reservations
may normally be withdrawn at any time. In some countries,
international treaties take precedence over national law, in
others a specific law may be required to give a ratified
international treaty the force of a national law. Practically all
states that have ratified or acceded to an international treaty
must issue decrees, change existing laws, or introduce new
legislation in order for the treaty to be fully effective on the

national territory.
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The binding treaties can be used to force governments to
respect the treaty provisions that are relevant for the right to
education. The non-binding instruments, such as declarations
and resolutions, can be used in relevant situations to
embarrass governments by negative public exposure;
governments who care about their international image may

consequently adapt their policies.

The following international instruments protect and

promote the right to education:

UNITED NATIONS

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) (Preamble,
article 26)

Education is defined as a right in itself, but the text of the
UDHR also implies that education is a means to an end, rather
than an end in itself. Education is seen as the process through
which all citizens can become aware of their rights and
responsibilities, so that peace as well as prosperity can be
secured for all nations and peoples. The UDHR's definition of
the role of education in and for human rights is reflected in

later international standards.

Convention (No. 111) Concerning Discrimination in

Respect of Employment and Occupation(1958)

(Article 3)

The International Labour Organization (ILO)'s Convention
Concerning Discrimination in Respect of Employment and
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Occupation declares as its aim the promotion of "equality of
opportunity and treatment in respect of employment and
occupation, with a view to eliminating any discrimination in
respect thereof." and calls upon education to assist in securing
this. States are required to "enact such legislation and to
promote such educational programmes as may be calculated
to secure the acceptance and observance of this policy..."
(Article 3)

Convention against Discrimination in Education(1960)

UNESCO member states have adopted two treaties
aimed at eliminating discrimination in education. These

include the 1960 Convention against Discrimination in
Education and the Protocol Instituting a Conciliation and Good
Offices Commission to be responsible for seeking a settlement
of any disputes which may arise between States Parties to the
Convention against Discrimination in Education, which was

adopted in 1962 and entered into force in 1968.

International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (1966) (article 13)

The main UN treaty on civil and political rights, the 1966
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, defines education as "...directed to the full
development of the human personality and the sense of its
dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and

fundamental freedoms..[it] ...shall enable all persons to
participate in a free society, promote understanding,
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tolerance and friendship among all nations, and all racial,
ethnic or religious groups, and further the activities of the

United Nations for the maintenance of peace..." (Article 13)
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of

Discrimination against Women(1979)

The women's rights convention from 1979, known as the
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination
Against Women, and often abbreviated as CEDAW, obliges
state parties to: "... take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in order to ensure to them
equal rights with men in the field of education and in particular

to ensure, the basis of equality of men and women:... The

elimination of any stereotyped concept of the roles of men
and women at all levels and in all forms of education by
encouraging coeducation and other types of education which
will help to achieve this aim and, in particular, by the revision
of textbooks and school programs and the adaptation of
teaching methods..." (Article 10)

Back to Top

AFRICAN UNION (FORMERLY ORGANIZATION OF
AFRICAN UNITY, OAU)

African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (1981)
(article 25)

The main human rights instrument of the African Union
guarantees the rights to human rights education in the African
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Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights: "States Parties of the
present Charter shall have the duty to promote and ensure
through teaching, education and publication, the respect of
the rights and freedoms contained in the present Charter and
to see to it that these freedoms and rights as well as
corresponding obligations and duties are understood..."
(Article 25)

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

The Council of Europe is a regional intergovernmental
organization consisting of 45 countries. It aims to defend
human rights, parliamentary democracy and the rule of law.
All members of the European Union also belong to the Council
of Europe.

The Council of Europe has adopted several declarations
about the right to human rights education. In the Council of
Europe's 1981 Declaration Regarding Intolerance - A Threat to
Democracy, it states: "The Committee of the Council of Europe
decides to promote an awareness of the requirements of
human rights and the ensuing responsibilities in a democratic
society, and to this end, in addition to human rights education,
to encourage the creation in schools, from the primary level
upwards, of a climate of active understanding of and respect
for the qualities and culture of others..." (Paragraph IV.iii)

The Council of Europe's 1982 Declaration on the Freedom
of Expression and Information states: "The member states of
the Council of Europe resolve to intensify their cooperation in

order to promote. through teaching and education the
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effective exercise of the freedom of expression and
information; [and] c) to promote the free flow of information,

thus contributing to international understanding, a better
knowledge of convictions and traditions, respect for the
diversity of opinions and the mutual enrichment of
cultures..."(Paragraph 3.b)

And, the 1988 Declaration on the Equality of Women and
Men of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
states: "The Council of Europe member states stress the
importance for the achievement of the above-mentioned
strategies of informing and educating people in suitable ways
and making them realize the injustices and adverse effects of
inequalities of rights, treatment and opportunities, together
with the need for unrelenting vigilance in order to prevent or
remedy any act or form of discrimination founded on
sex..."(Paragraph 7)

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICANSTATES (OAS)

Protocol of San Salvador: Additional Protocol to the
American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (1988) (article 13). This
Additional Protocol was adopted in 1988 and entered into
force on November 16, 1999. It focuses on the state's
obligation to promote social, economic, and cultural human
rights, including the right to education. It demonstrates that
states may fulfill these obligations through enacting
legislation, enforcing measures of protection, and refrain from
discrimination.
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[Back to Top]
National Protection and Service Agencies

Under international human rights law govemments are
responsible for creating laws and service agencies to protect
the right to education for all. Citizens can then use the legal
system and other available mechanisms to prosecute
individuals or groups who violate human rights. Nevertheless,
the key requirement of the right to education, making primary
education free, compulsory, and all encompassing, has not
been translated into reality. Despite provisions of
international human rights treaties and the Comention on the
Rights of the Child positing that every child has the right to

education, about 120 million children don't have access to

education; two-thirds of which are girls.

Of note, the vast majority of children who have no access
to school are poor, come from families that are heavily
indebted, and live in countries at war or where warfare has
recently ended.

The table below illustrates that there are 44 countries where
there is no explicit constitutional guarantee of the right to

education, while there is such a guarantee in 142 countries.

Strengthened and broadened commitments to gender
equality have not yet made gender equality in education a
reality. Getting girls into schools often does not occur because
education as a single sector does not on its own, generate
sufficiently attractive incentives for the girls' parents. And,
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even if they are educated, girls cannot apply their learning to
sustaining themselves and/or helping their parents. Schooling
appears to have no benefit when women do not have access
to employment, are precluded from becoming self employed,
do not have a choice as to whether to marry or bear children,
and have no opportunities for political representation.

Children may also be excluded from schooling because
they are indigenous, refugees, or because they don't have
identity papers. In many countries non citizens do not have a
legally recognized right to education, excluding asylum
seeking and refugee children.

In addition, children with disabilities may be excluded
from school, whatever the law says, because the buildings
make their access impossible, there is no trained staff to work
with them, and the environment is not welcoming. Providing
education for children with disabilities may require increased

costs. However, denials of education are rarely based on cost

alone.

The realization of right to education for children depends
on creation of an effective conceptual framework, based on
equal rights and the best interests of each child. Schools
should adapt to each child rather than rejecting those labeled

"difficult to educate." Educational policies, school curricula,

teaching materials, any training program, should refleet and
be developed in accordance with human right principles.
Human rights concepts and values should be an integral part
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of all process of education. Any training or educational

program, to be consistent with human rights principles should
provide knowledge and information about human rights and
also seek to develop attitude and behavior respectful of those
rights. This sh include the development of basic skills, such as
critical thinking, communication skills, problem solving, and
negotiation, as essential to the implementation of human
rights standards. Because it is well known that children learn
through observation rather than exhortation, the recognition
of their rights in education, will greatly facilitate human rights
education.

As such, the orientation and contents of curricula and

textbooks, the rights and duties of teachers, methods of

instruction, protection against violence, the language of
instruction, and enforcement of school discipline should build
on and reflect human rights principles and values. Recognition
of human rights in education is the necessary prerequisite for
the teaching of human rights. Human rights cannot be taught

and learned in an environment that goes against human rights.

Human rights safeguards have been directed particularly
at compulsory education because, as the United States
Supreme Court has noted, attendance is involuntary, and thus
compulsory education involves the coercive power of the
State. Respect for parental freedom to have their children
educated in accordance with their religious, moral or
philosophical convictions has been affirmed in all general
human rights treaties and is continuously subjected to
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litigation. The European Court of Human Rights has affirmed
that human rights law "requires the State actively to respect
parental convictions within the public schools," and the
(former) European Commission on Human Rights added that
the State's obligation to respect parental convictions
"prohibits any indoctrination of pupils." International human
rights law also obligates the State to respect the freedom of

parents and communities to establish and operate schools.

The rationale is, in the words of the Supreme Court of Spain,
to remove the State's monopoly over education and protect

educational pluralism.

It is important to remember that children are not legally
subjects of the right to education, but rather objects of
agreements between their parents and their school.

Right to Education

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The right to education is recognized as human right by the
United Nations and is understood to establish an entitlement
to free, compulsory primary education for all children, as
obligation to develop secondary education accessible to all the
children, as well as equitable access to higher education, and
a responsibility to provide basis education for Individuals who
have not completed primary education. In addition to these
access to education provisions the right to education
encompasses also the obligation to eliminate discrimination at
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all levels of the otucational system, to set minimum standards

and to improve quality[2].

The right to eduction is enshrined in Article 26 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Article 14 of the
International Covenant on comic, Social and Cultural
Rights.[3][4]The right to educative has also been reaffirmed in
the 1960 UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in
Education, 1st Protocol of ECHR and the 1981 Covention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women

[5]

The right to education may also include the right to
freedom of education. [Citation needed]
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Definition

Education narrowly refers to formal institutional
instructions. Generally, International instruments use the
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term in this sense and the right to education, as protected by
international human rights instruments refers primarily to
education in a narrow sense. The 1960 UNESCO Convention
against Discrimination in Education defines education in
Article 1(2) as: all types and levels of education (including
access to education, the standard and quality of education,
and the conditions under which it is given. [6]

In a wider sense education may describe “all activities by
which a human group transmits to its descendants a body of
knowledge and skills and a moral code which enable the group
to subsist" (6) in this sense education refers to the
transmission to a subsequent generation of those skills
needed to perform tasks of daily living, and further passing on
the social, cultural, spiritual and philosophical values of the
particular community. The wider meaning of education has
been recognised in Article 1 (a) of UNESCO 1974
Recommendation concerning Education for International
Understanding, co-operation and peace and Education
relating to Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. [7] The

article states that education implies:

"the entire process of social life by means of which

individuals and social groups team to develop consciously
within and for the bencfit of the national and interational
communities, the whole of their personal capabilities,
attitudes, aptitudes and knowledge. "[6]

The European Court of Human Rights has defined
education in a narrow sense as teaching or instructions... in

121

AAAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAAAAMAAMAAMAAMAAMAAMAAMAAMAAMAMAAMAAMAAMAAAAAAAAALAA

AAAAAA

|



MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAG

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAMAALAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAY

particular to the transmission of knowledge and to intellectual
development and in a wider sense as "the whole process
whereby, in any society, adults endeavour to transmit their

beliefs, culture and other values to the young "[6]

Fulfilling the right to education

The fulfilment of the right to education can be assessed
using the 4 As framework, which asserts that for education to
be a meaningful right it must be available, accessible,
acceptable and adaptable. The 4 As framework was developed
by the former UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to
Education, Katarina Tomasevski, but is not necessarily the
standard used in every interational human rights instrument
and hence not a generic guide to how the right to education is

treated under national law[8].

The 4 As framework proposes that governments, as the
prime duty-bearer, has to respect, protect and fulfil the right
to education by making education available, accessible,
acceptable and adaptable. The framework also places duties
on other stakeholders in the education process: the child,
which as the privileged subject of the right to education has
the duty to comply with compulsory education requirements,
the parents as the “first educators” and professional

educators, namely teachers[8].

The 4 As have been further elaborated as follows[9]:
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e Availability-education is free and government-funded
and there is adequate infrastructure and trained teachers

able to support education delivery[10].

e Accessibility - the system is non-discriminatory and
accessible to all, and positive steps are taken to include

the most marginalised[11].

e Acceptability - the content of education is relevant, non-
discriminatory and culturally appropriate, and of quality.

The school itself is safe and teachers are professional[12].

e Adaptability - education can evolve with the changing
needs of society and contribute to challenging,
inequalities, such as gender discrimination, and can be

adapted locally to suit specific contexts[13].

A number of international NGOs and charities work to realise
the right to education using a rights-based approach to
development.[citation needed]

[Edit]Development of the right to education

In Europe, before the Enlightenment of the eighteenth
and nineteenth century, education was the responsibility of
parents and the church. With the French and American
Revolution education was established also as a public
function. It was thought that the state, by assuming a more
active role in thesphere of education, could help to make
education available and accessible to all. Education had thus
far been primarily available to the upper social classes and
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public education was perceived as a means of realising the

egalitarian ideals underlining both revolutions[14].

However, neither the American Declaration of
Independence (1776) nor the French Declaration of the Rights
of Man (1789) protected the right to education as the liberal
concepts of human rights in the nineteenth century envisaged
that parents retained the primary duty for providing education
to their children. It was the states obligation to ensure that
parents complied with this duty, and many states enacted
legislation  making school attendance compulsory.
Furthermore child labour laws were enacted to limit the
number of hours per day children could be employed to

ensure children would attend school. States also became
involved in the legal regulation of curricula and established

minimum educational standards[15].

In On Liberty John Stuart Mill wrote that an "education
established and controlled by the State should only exist, if it
exists at all, as one among many competing experiments,
carried on for the purpose of example and stimulus to keep
the others up to a certain standard of excellence." Liberal
thinkers of the nineteenth century pointed to the dangers to
too much state involvement in the sphere of education, but
relied on state intervention to reduce the dominance of the
church, and to protect the right to education of children
against their own parents. In the latter half of the nineteenth
century, educational rights were included in domestic bills of
rights, [16] The 1849 Paulskirchenverfassung, the constitution
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of the German Empire, strongly influenced subsequent
European constitutions and devoted Article 152 to 158 of its
bill of rights to education.

The constitution recognised education as a function of

the state, independent of the church. Remarkable at the time,

the constitution proclaimed the right to free education for the
poor, but the constitution did not explicitly require the state
to set up educational institutions. Instead the constitution
protected the rights of citizens to found and operate schools
and to provide home education. The constitution also
provided for freedom of science and teaching, and it
guaranteed the right of everybody to choose a vocation and

train forit[17].

The nineteenth century also saw the development of
socialist theory, which held that the primary task of the state
was to ensure the economic and social well-being of the
community through government intervention and regulation.
Socialist theory recognised that individuals had claims to basic
welfare services against the state and education was viewed
as one of these welfare entitlements. This was in contrast to
liberal theory at the time, which regarded non-state actors as

the prime providers of education.

Socialist ideals were enshrined in the 1936 Soviet
Constitution, which was the first constitution to recognise the
right to education with a corresponding obligation of the state
to provide such education. The constitution guaranteed free
and compulsory education at all levels, a system of state
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scholarships and vocational training in state enterprises.
Subsequently the right to education featured strongly in the
constitutions of socialist states. [18] As a political goal, right to

education was declared in F. D. Rooseveli's 1944 speech on the

Second Bill of Rights.

[Edit]iImplementation

International law does not protect the right to pre-
primary education and international documents generally
omit references to education at this level. [19] The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights states that "everybody" has the
right to education, hence the right aecures to all individuals,
although children are understood as the main beneficiaries

[20]

The rights to education are separated into three levels:

e Primary Elemental or Fundamental) Education. This shall
be compulsory and free for any child regardless of their
nationality, gender, place of birth, or any other
discrimination. Upon ratifying the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights States must

provide free primary education within two years.

e Secondary (or Elementary, Technical and Professional in
the UDHR) Education must be generally available and

accessible.

e Higher Education (at the University Level) should be
provided according to capacity. That is, anyone who
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meets the necessary education standards should be able

to go to university.

Both secondary and higher education shall be made
accessible "by every appropriate means, and in particular by
the progressive introduction of free education". [21] The only
country that has declared reservations about introducing free

secondary or higher education is Japan[22]

[Edit]Role of the State

Today education is considered an important public
function and the state is seen as the chief provider of
education through the allocation of substantial budgetary
resources and regulating the provision of education. The pre-
eminent role of the state in fulfilling the right to education is
enshrined in the 1966 International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights. Traditionally, education has been
the duty of a child's parents, however with the rise of systems
of education, the role of parents has diminished. [23] With
regards to realising the right to education the World
Declaration on Education for

All, adopted at the 1990 World Conference on Education
for All states that "partnerships between government and
non-governmental organisations, the private sector, local

communities, religious groups and families" are necessary.

[24]
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[Edit]Compulsory education

The realisation of the right to education on a national
level may be achieved through compulsory education, or more
specifically free compulsory primary education, as stated in
both the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights. [25[26]]

The Impact of Women's Education on Fertility in

Latin America:

Searching for Explanations

By Teresa Castro Martin and Fatima Juare

According to data from Demographic and Health Surveys
for nine Latin American countries, women with no education
have large families of 6-7 children.whereas better educated
women have family sizes of 2-3 children, analogous to those
of women in the developed world. Despite these wide
differentials in actual fertility desired family size is surprisingly

homogeneous throughout the educational spectrum.

While the least educated and the best educated women
share the small family norm, the gap in contraceptive
prevalence between the two groups ranges from 20-50
percentage points. Better educated women have broader
knowledge, higher socioeconomie status and less fatalistic
attitudes toward reproduction than do less educated women.
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Results of a regression analysis indicate that these cognitive,

conomic and attitudinal assets mediate the influence of
schooling on reproductive behavior and partly explain the

wide fertility gap between educational strata.

International Family Planning Perspectives 21:52:57 &
80, 1995

Education has long been recognized as a crucial factor
influencing women's childbearing patterns; an extensive
demographie literature is devoted to examining the role of
female education in promoting sustained fertility decline. The
accumulated evidence provides a compelling rationale for
focusing on increased investment in education and the
elimination of institutional and cultural barriers to women's
schooling in policies aimed at promoting development and
reducing fertility. 2

Although the association between education and fertility
was a constant theme in the early literature, the availability of
data for the large number of countries that participated in the
World Fertility Surveys (WFS) in the 1970s considerably
improved our understanding of the relationship. The
documentation of empirical patterns for a wide variety of
settings inspired increasingly complex views: Demographers
no longer regarded the impact of education on fertility as
automatic, but as conditioned by the level of development,
social organization, gender stratification and cultural milieu of

the surrounding society.
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This new awareness of the complexity of the relationship
was accompanied by a shift in the focus of research, in which
the earlier emphasis on statistical associations was replaced
by an interest in exploring the processes underlying the impact
of education on reproductive behavior. In the search for such
mediating mechanisms, most of the attention was directed to
the proximate determinants of fertility, a legitimate focus
given the importance of biological factors in the reproductive
process. However, this focus somehow distorted the original
goal of understanding the education-fertility relationship in all
its complexity and richness. Ultimately, one has to go outside
the biological realm to search for explanations for the impact

of education on both fertility and its proximate determinants.

Regardless of the approach followed, female education
has become an essential component of fertility analysis.
Information on schooling is routinely collected in all
demographic surveys, and educational attainment is a
standard criterion used to examine fertility differentials.
However, our very familiarity with education as an
independent variable" means that its significance is
sometimes taken for granted. The study we discuss in this
article provides some insighton what education means to
women, in terms of cognitive, economic and normative assets.
First, we examine recent educational levels and trends among

Latin American women and present empirical evidence on the
relationship between education and fertility in the Latin
American context. Then we explore how the early experience
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of schooling transforms a woman's adult world, and link these

changes to her reproductive behavior.

CONCEPTUALFRAMEWORK

More recently, it has been identified is a catalyst of
"modernization” in innovation diffusion theories.3 At the
microsocial level, educated women really portryed forerunner
of the fertility transition, that is, as pioneer of sulle familien

Given the difficulty of collecting as an income, occupation or

social status in demographic surveys, education is typically is
an index of socioeconomic status and as surrogate for hard-to-
measure concepts, such as opportunity costs.

Moreover, education is frequently the only available
indicator for the more comprehensive concept of women's
status, which positions women vis-a-vis man in both the
bumily and society. 4 This wide rango of concepts for which
education serves as a proxy reflects the multifacetonature of

the educational experience.

The sociology of education literature has drawn tention to
various relevant features of the schooling experience. Some
perspectives have highlighted the role of the school in
knowledge transmission and Cognitive development, while
others have complained education is a factor of production
that generates wealth. Another focus has been the social
organization of schooling and its socialization functions.
Inspired by these brond approaches, we examine the
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following three key dimensions of education and subsequently
explore their replications for fertility behavior.

e Education as a source of knowledge Knowledge
transmission is probably the school's most explicit goal
Schooling imparts literacy skills, enables pupils to proces
a wide range of information, and stimulates cognitive
changes nimpe an individual's interaction with the
surrounding world.

e Education as a vehicle" of cioeconomic advancement
Education not only enhances cognitive abilities, it opens
up economic opportunities and social mobility. In most
societies, educational credentials are the primary criteria
for entry into formal employment and for sunting
individuals into the hierarchy ofcoupations

e Education as a transformer" of attitudes. Schooling's role
in attitude formation goes far beyond the chancement of
conceptual reasoning and may lead to crucial
transformations in mpirations and eventually, to
questioning traditional beliefs and authority structures.
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